
ARTIST RESIDENCY JUNE - AUGUST 2019: SECOND FLOOR EXHIBITION SPACE TO CREATE AN 
ENGAGING AND EXCITING DISPLAY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVAL WORK AND LOCAL MUSIC 

RELATED MATERIAL. 

I am working within documentary photography and I use my camera to explore the social landscape 
within Cheltenham and the surrounding areas by immersing myself within the local Hip hop culture. I have 
been hand producing an archive of analogue black and white photographs all towards a community based 
project, in which I engage with local creatives who produce the hip hop music, beatboxers, break dancers, 
graffiti artists etc. JPDL x YOGI BEATS, GRIZ-O, MOTION ENTERPRISE are a few examples, by meeting 
them in person and getting to know them as everyday people, doing everyday things whilst documenting the 
whole experience with them I have managed to learn a lot about their lives and the music they create and my 
photographic process and technique and understanding of the community has grown. I have known them 
since the beginning of university, so almost three years now and since the first time we met I have been 
documenting and printing contact sheets and archiving the work all throughout the journey.

I have managed to travel the south west and have been able to network with many people; 
branching out to London for the portobello live festival as an example, but more importantly keeping it local 
and within what I know, the people and the places here. I have managed to get behind the stage of the 
performance and enter their homes where it all starts and have been able speak to every individual to 
engage in conversation as well as creative processes such as photography, freestyle rap, beatboxing, music 
production and creation or just simply going for a coffee and a chat. I can see my work presented in 
chronological order as a series of around 10 hand crafted black and white darkroom print as well as the 
contact sheets inside of black wood frames with a nice border (if it works with the image). I feel the work 
speaks very much about community and family but it is also about finding an identity within this chaotic 
political language of the British reality at a time which feels quite delicate as a country. I also feel this work 
can open up an opportunity for people to enter this world of a creative community by visually connecting the 
culture through photography in one room, that room is where it all starts. This can also be connected through 
my own process of creating the work, using black and white film, and prints. I could show the chemical 
process of the whole creation of an image onto paper. JPDL has offered to be a part of this idea and he 
mentioned he can bring music equipment along and have live music equipment for anyone to use. Creating 
an educational as well as an interactive exhibition that has a strong sense of order. 

The Engagement:

The First level of engagement would be the photo story on the walls with some background text along side to 
introduce the creative environment, the design of the writing can be simple black text or maybe graffiti style. 
The layout of the images don’t necessarily have to be in a straight line they can create a shape for example. 
Along side the images on the walls there could so be the whole photographic process revealed on tables 
from where it starts inside the camera all the way up until print and books. 
I can use my own film camera collection to show the tools that are used and how they all work and what is 
different about each and every lens or body. 
We could even use the cameras throughout the day and experiment with flash and natural light, positioning 
of portraiture and group shots with the visitors, give them something to hold, something to figure out and to 
look through and an understanding of photography and crafting photographs at a high level.
I can show examples of different papers and aesthetics, a wide outline of the final outcomes and a book of 
mine to show a digitally reproduced example. 
The music equipment can be displayed in its own section with records and the actual music of the artists to 
connect it on another level also.

How I intend to use the money?
I intend to use the money towards the creation of new black and white silver gelatine prints which would be 
around A2 size, possibly have a variation in sizes. I would also like to use it to design the space in terms of 
background props, printed wallpaper to change the colour or to create a scene using the walls, as an 
example I have an idea to print out a contact sheet the size of one of the gallery walls, (a contact sheets is a 
document which shows every 36 images taken from a roll of film in a 6x6 format) having a contact sheet this 
big would engage people to walk along the wall to view the images if that makes sense. 

• Darkroom Paper- Ilford multigrade Fibre paper for the exhibition prints
• Fames and Mounting Board- Local craftsman + university for mounting board.
• Materials for the walls- wallpaper prints from the ‘Darkroom’ at the end of the high street + online for 

other props.


